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SUBJECT: RESURGENCE OF MALARIA IN INDIA 

1 . THE INEIDENCE OE MALARIA IN INDIA IS ON THE INCREASE AND FUNDS 

FOR THE GOVERNMENT'S ANTI MALARIA PROGRAM HAVE BEEN SEVERELY REDUCED. 

2. THE BUDGET FOR THE INDIAN ANTI MALARIA PROGRAM FOR FY 1975-76 
WAS RS 230 MILLION, WHERE THE MINISTRY OE HEALTH ESTIMATES RS 650 
MILLION IS REQUIRED FOR AN EFFECTIVE CONTROL PROGRAM AND AT 
LEAST RS 450 MILLION EOR A PLAN OE SELECTIVE CONTROL. 

3. THESE FINANCIAL CONSTRAINS, CLAIMS MINISTRY OF HEALTH OEFICIALS 

HAVE PREVENTED THE KOH FROM ALLOCATING FULL RESOURCES TO THE NATIONAL 
MALARIA ERADICATION PROGRAM WHICH HAD REDUCED ANNUAL ATTACKS 
OF MALARIA TO 100,000 AND NO DEATHS IN 1965 EROM 7.5 MILLION CASES 
AND 800,000 ANNUAL DEATHS IN 1953 AT THE CREATION OF THE PROGRAM. 

4. THE INCIDENCE OF MALARIA REACHED 2.5 MILLION (REPORTED 
CASES, PROBABLY MANY MORE UNREPORTED) IN 1974, WITH AN UNDETER-. 

MINED NUMBER OE DIRECTLY RELATED DEATHS. FROM CURRENT WHO REPORTS 
MALARIA WILL SHWO A SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE AGAIN THIS YEAR. THE MAJOR 
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LETHARGIC STATE PROGRAMS WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY IT IS TO KEEP AN 
ALERT SURVEILLANCE AND CONTINUOUS MAINTENANCE. IN ADDITION, 

THE CENTRAL PROGRAM IS SUFEERING FROM A SHORTAGE OF ANTI MALARIA 
DRUGS BECAUSE OF A WORLD-WIDE SHORTAGE OF CHLOROQUINE LAST YEAR 
AND THE INDIANS PRODUCEONLY A SMALL AMOUNT OF THE REQUIREMENT. 

DDT IS STILL THE MAIN INSECTICIDE USED FOR SPRAYING IN THE MALARIA 
PROGRAM, HOWEVER, SOME RESISTANCE TO DDT HAS BEEN DEVELOPED IN 
THE ANOPHELES MOSQUITOES ALSO, DDT HAS BEEN SCARCE WITH INDIA 
PRODUCING 5,600 TONNES A YEAR WHEN 20,460 TONNES ARE NEEDED FOR AN 
ADEQUATE COVERAGE. MOST OF INDIA'S IMPORTS ARE NOW COMING FROM THE 
USSR AND THEY ARE PAYING ABOUT DOES 26 MILLION ANNUALLY FOR DDT. 

5. A HIGH LEVEL MALARIA COMMITTEE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH HAS 
SUGESTED A NEW APPROACH FOR THE NATIONAL MALARIA ERADICATION 
PROGRAM BASED ON CLASSIFICATION OF DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE 
COUNTRY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INCIDENCE OF MALARIA. HEEDING THE 
ADVICE OF THIS COMMITTEE, THE MOH IS DEVELOPING A COMPREHENSIVE 
PROGRAM FOR SELECTIVE CONTROL OF MALARIA. MANY FEET. THESE NEW 
PROCEDURES ARE TAKING PLACE DUE TO THE PRESSURE FROM THE WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND THE INDIAN PRESS THAT HAVE LISTED INDIA 
AMONG THE MOST BACKWARD COUNTRIES IN RE- 
LATION TO THE INCIDENCE OF MALARIA. 

6. THE MALARIA CONTROVERCY HAS AGAGAIN BROUGHT THE WHO 
MOSQUITOE GENETIC RESEARCH PROJECT TO THE FOREFRONT OF 

OFFICIAL THINKING. THE MOH AND EVEN THE PARLIAMENT ARE TAKING A VERY 
HARD LOOK AT THIS PROJECT AGAIN FROM THE STANDPOINT THAT THIS COULD 
EVENTUALLY BE THE ONLY SOLUTION TO A GROWING AND EMBARASSING HEALTH 
PROBLEM. TO STOP WORK IN THIS FIELD NOW WOULD BE WASTING 5 
YEARS OF VALUABLE RESEARCH AND A CHANCE TO OBTAIN SOME MEANINGFUL 
RESULTS IN 2 OR 3 YEARS. 
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